
 

  

 

Long before there was a Lake Shore Center for the Arts, there was a 
JUICEBOX ORGANIC THEATER. So, just what in the heck is a JUICEBOX 
ORGANIC THEATER? Let’s take a look. A JUICEBOX is a small container 
used for packaging small samples or servings of tasty items. Organic refers 
to creating products in the most simple and pure way. Theater is well, 
theater! So in the theatrical sense then JUICEBOX ORGANIC THEATER is 



referring to a small, simple and pure theatrical event. In this case a one-act 
competition.  
 

We invite you to take part in the very first 
 JUICEBOX ORGANIC ONE ACT COMPETITION  
with selected performances to be held May 25, 26, with finals on May 27th, 
2023 at Lake Shore Center for the Arts in Westfield, NY. 
We hope many of you will get involved by submitting your own one-act in 
the weeks ahead, or attend the final performances here at Lake Shore 
Center for the Arts. With all that said, here is more thorough information on 
the event and how you can submit your play or plays! 
 

JUICEBOX ORGANIC COMPETITION OVERVIEW 

 

JUICEBOX ORGANIC ONE ACT PLAY COMPETITION  

has been created as an opportunity for playwrights invited from around the 

world to submit and possibly stage their unpublished work in front of a live 

audience (for those that advance to the production level).   
 

Playwrights may submit up to three scripts to be considered for production. 

There is a nominal submission fee of $10 per play payable at entry. ALL 

plays will be read and evaluated by our panel of experienced and 

knowledgeable judges with a final twenty (20) being selected from all 

entries to travel to Westfield, New York for live competition. Lodging and 

area information will be forwarded to playwrights whose play has advanced 

to the final (20) twenty at that time.  
 

Of the twenty  (20) plays selected, ten (10) will be comedies and ten (10) 

will be dramas. These 20 plays will perform live on May 25th and 26th. The 

top three will be determined each day and will advance to the final round on 

May 27th. The top three (3) nominated plays in drama  and top three (3) in 

comedy will perform in the final round on Sunday, May 27th. Ranking will 

be done in each category and a first, second and third place winner will be 

announced in comedy and in drama. Cash awards and certificates will be 

awarded to these top three (3) placers.  
 

Submitted plays , must be unpublished, with (three) 3 or fewer productions 

(excluding readings, self-productions, and/or contest productions) and run in 

length between 9 and 11 minutes (plays under or over this running time will 

be eliminated).   



 

Minimal staging may be utilized (4 chairs, a side table, a four-person table, 

and a bench will be available for your use) Available lighting should be 

simple up and down lighting. A spotlight will also be available if required. 

Sound capability is available for music or sound effects. Please bring a 

thumb drive with your sound cues on it if you are using sound. Set up and 

tear down should take no more than five minutes pre and post-show.  

   

There will be two general play classifications included: comedy and drama 

( including  mystery, thriller, monologue, etc. ) No musicals or plays 

for children are included in this competition at this time.   Comedy 

will compete against other comedies, drama against other dramas. 

Awards will be given in each area for first, second and third place.  It is up 

to the playwright to designate which classification/genre their play or plays 

fall into on their cover page.  This is for a more equal comparison of each 

genre of the plays. 
 

Play submissions and inquiries will begin to be accepted as soon as this 

information is posted online. Shortly after you have submitted your script, 

you will be notified that your script was received. The deadline for the 

acceptance of scripts for consideration is due no later than 

12/01/2022. Submit your script in the following play submission area as 

a WORD DOCUMENT  entitled PLAY SUBMISSION. Please send 

multiple plays in separate emails noting you have submitted more than one 

play. Fees can be paid on our website by credit card. 
 

Each director is responsible for providing their own cast. A director 

may serve as a cast member if needed. 
 

The 10 comedy finalist plays will initially perform Thursday, May 25th, 

2023 . The 10 drama play finalists will perform Friday, May 26th, 2023. The 

top three finalists (six total) in both comedy and drama categories will be 

featured on the final day of performances on May 27th, 2023. 
 

All judged performances will be performed in the large and elegant 

sanctuary of our building. It is cathedral-like and beautiful, truly an elegant 

space to perform. In addition our own 40 seat Jacqueline Phillips Theatre 

and our 40 seat William Ross recital Hall will be available for pre-

competion rehearsal time. 



 

All audience individual play attendees will be asked to rate each play they 

see with an overall score of 1-10. The average total audience score will serve 

as half the final score for each play with the judges total average score 

making up the other half of the play score. Audience members will 

contribute half the utilized scores with the judging team average score 

making up the other half.    
 

ONE-ACT PLAY FESTIVAL 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

1. ELIGIBILITY-Plays must be an original script or scripts (if more than one 

entry). 
2. SCRIPT REQUIREMENTS-The scripts should be no less than nine (9) minutes 

and no more than eleven (11) minutes of total onstage running time. Over or 
under-timed scripts will be eliminated. Please note that your play will be judged 
on the content of the play. No points will be added or subtracted for set additions, 
costumes, lighting,  props or any component that is not directly impacted by the 
written word of the script.  

3. CAST-No more than four (4) characters can be included in the cast. A brief 
description of each character should be included in your script. 

4. GENRES- Comedy, drama ( including mystery, thriller or monologue) are the 
genres being included in the contest. No musicals or plays for children are 
included in this competition.   

5. TECHNICAL LIMITATIONS- Play settings should be simple, easy to set up and 
take down and suitable for small stage theater. Stock essential furniture pieces 
will be available for your use. Emphasis should be on the playwright’s word. not 
on the set. 

6. FORMAT- Submit your script utilizing Microsoft Word and using standard script 
formatting. Number all pages within your script. 

7. ANONYMITY- The playwright’s name or any information that would identify the 
playwright or her/his affiliation must not appear in any part of the play proper, 
only on the cover sheet. Your play will be assigned a code for identification. This 
is to allow the script to be initially evaluated anonymously. 

8. ORIGINALITY- We are looking for plays that are truly new and not adaptations of 
previous works. The play must not have been presented at any time prior to this 
competition to a live or virtual paying audience. 

9. VERIFICATION- By submitting your play for inclusion in the competition, you are 
verifying the play is your own original work  

10. PLAYWRIGHT BIOGRAPHY-If your play is selected for live performance 
inclusion in the festival you will need to provide a 150-word biography on yourself 
as well as a high-resolution headshot of yourself. 



11. SUBMISSION LIMITS- Each playwright may enter one to three different scripts. 
No playwright will have more than one of their scripts selected for contest 
performance. 

12. ENTRY FEES- There is a $10 fee for each script submitted payable online via 
credit card at  

https://lakeshorecenterforthearts.com/event/juice-box-organic-one-act-play-festival-
2/2023-05-26/ 
13. DEADLINE- Your completed entry form, your uploaded script and your entry fee 
must be received by December 1st, 2022. 
14. UPLOADING-You may only submit your play(s) electronically via the online entry 
form. 
15. SELECTION CRITERIA- All scripts will initially be read and evaluated by our 
team of readers. Readers will independently score each play on their assessment of the 
plot, character development, dialogue, theatricality and their emotional response to the 
play.   
16. PERFORMANCE- All performed plays will be adjudicated by a team of three 
experienced and qualified individuals without regard to production values outside the 
playwright’s control including sets, costumes, and lighting. Winning plays will be 
announced following final performances 0n May 27th 

17. INTENT NOTIFICATION- It would be greatly appreciated if you could send us a 
notification e-mail prior to your official submission if your submission will be 
considerably later, so that we have a better idea of the number of entries to ultimately 
expect. This is not required but would be greatly appreciated. Please send this to: 

juicebox@lakeshorecenterforthearts.com 
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This is the form being used for judging. 

One Act Play - Judge's Evaluation                    Play 

Number ____      

 Title of Play 

____________________________ Date _____________________  

         Judge ____________________ 

 

*Judges, you are judging the effectiveness of the play itself. No points should be 

added or subtracted for set, costumes, lighting,  props or any component that is not 

directly impacted by the written word of the script.  
 

Description/Action-Max 10 points___ 

  

Scene descriptions should be minimalistic. They should put a clear picture in the reader’s mind 

with as few words as possible. They should contain vocabulary that paints a picture of what a 

character is feeling; show not tell, and see not feel. 
  

Characters-Max 10 points___ 
Characters are the thing that, in most cases, make or break a script. You can have a meandering drama 

with little action, but if the characters are strong, then it can still be a great script. Make sure all your 

significant characters are fully developed and have a backstory; make sure they act and speak 

consistently throughout the script. 

  

Dialogue-Max 10 points___ 

You should check to make sure all of your dialogue is in character; is it something that that character 

would say? You should check to make sure all of your dialogue is in character; is it something that that 

character would say? Why? Because dialogue rarely follows grammatical rules or even correct spelling. 

What does it add to the story? If it’s not important, then it may need to be removed. 
  

Conflict-Max 10 points___ 

For any script to be successful, there must be some conflict; it is commonly between the main 

character and the environment (events), but it doesn’t hurt to have a bit of conflict between 

characters. There needs to be at least one major conflict in your story. Conflict needs to build to a 

crescendo where the hero’s major conflict finally reaches its conclusion. 
  

  

Pace-Max 10 points___ 

Pace is a critical part of your script, and it needs to have variation. In many ways, it is like 

music. Every successful song has ebb and flow – a verse and a chorus. If you’ve just had a high-

octane moment, then you might want to think about following it with something at a slower 

pace to give the audience time to catch their breath. 



  

 Formatting-Max 10 points___ 

 

There are several hard and fast formatting rules (font, page numbering, etc.), make sure your 

script follows the industry standards. If you are unsure what these are, read HOW TO 

FORMAT YOUR SCRIPT by Sam Graber. 
  

Spelling and Grammar-Max 10 points___ 
Too many grammar errors is another reason many scripts fail to get past even the first round of a 

competition.  A reader could well ask themselves that if you can’t be bothered to proof your writing, 

why should they be bothered to spend time reading it? 
 A script should be minimalistic; archaic words or long-winded descriptions should be swapped out for 

modern and clean words and short-descriptions. Also, remember that for Dialogue, spelling and 

grammar rules often go out of the window. 
  

Listening and Response-Max 10 points___ 

Does each performer appear to be involved in the group event? Are appropriate responses 

given to the dramatic situation without exaggeration? Is there a lack of appropriate 

response?  
  

  

Time Confines-Max 10 points___ 

Is the playing time within the nine to eleven-minute time frame? 
  

Cohesiveness-Max 10 points___Do all elements of the play gel 

into a logical and effective whole? 
  

TOTAL POINTS_____ 

*You may add comments on the back of your pages. 
  

 

 

AWARDS-Awards will be $300 for first place, $100 for second 

place and $50 for third place in both comedy and drama classifications. 

In addition, there will be quality framed JUICEBOX ORGANIC 

award certificates for each level awarded. A certificate of recognition 

will also be awarded to the performed play submitted from the location 

furthest from our fine arts center. 



  

 

SCHEDULE 

1. PLAY SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED STARTING IMMEDIATELY. 

PLAYS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED IN WORD FORMAT AT THE 

APPROPRIATE PLACE WITHIN THIS FORM. SUBMISSIONS SHOULD 

INCLUDE A COVER PAGE WHICH SHOULD INCLUDE THE 

PLAYWRIGHT’S NAME, GENRE OF PLAY, CONTACT INFORMATION AND 

ANY SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS. NO IDENTIFYING INFORMATION SHOULD 

BE INCLUDED WITHIN THE SCRIPT ITSELF TO MAINTAIN ANONYMITY 

DURING JUDGING.  REGISTRATION FEES MUST BE PAID FOR EACH 

PLAY ENTERED AT THE INCLUDED REGISTRATION LINK UPON ENTRY. 

 

 2. DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS DECEMBER/01/2022.       

ALL ENTRIES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED ONLINE. 

 3.  MARCH/01/2023 PLAYS SELECTED FOR PRODUCTION 

WILL BE ANNOUNCED. PLAYWRIGHTS WILL BE NOTIFIED VIA 

EMAIL IF THEIR PLAY HAS ADVANCED TO PERFORMANCE AT OUR 



LOCATION. PLAYWRIGHTS WILL ALSO RECEIVE INFORMATION ON 

LODGING, DINING, AREA ATTRACTIONS, ETC. AT THIS TIME. 

FOR NOW…..We look forward to receiving your script or 

scripts in the not too distant future. We are very excited about reading 

your work and ultimately having 20 of competing plays advance to live 

performances here. You obviously have the same love of theater as we do 

as demonstrated by your interest, work and participation. We will work 

hard to make certain this will be a memorable experience for you. 

If you have any questions or comments or if you want us to know 

you will be submitting a play at a later date, you may contact us 

directly at: juicebox@lakeshorecenterforthearts.com 

 

 


